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Part1 Writing (30 minutes)

Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an essay. You should
start your essay with a brief description of the picture and then express
your views on the importance of learning basic skills. You should write at
least 120 words but no more than 180 words. Write your essay on the
Answer Sheet in black ink. (15%)

| No offense, but by the
i time we're in the job

| market, won't that stuff
| be outdated?

Part Il  Listening Comprehension (20 minutes)

Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear two or three long conversations. At the end
of each conversation, you will hear questions. Both the conversation and
the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you
must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and
D). Then mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a
single line through the center. (8%)

Conversation One

Questions 1 to 4 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

1. A) It has a partnership with LCP.  C) It specializes in safety from leaks.
B) It is headquartered in London. D) It has a chemical processing plant.

2. A) He is a chemist. C) He is a safety inspector.
B) He is a salesman. D) He is Mr. Grand’s friend.
3. A) The public relations officer. C) Director of the safety department.

B) Mr. Grand’s personal assistant. D) Head of the personnel department.

4. A) Wait for Mr. Grand to call back.
B) Leave a message for Mr. Grand.
C) Provide details of their products and services.
D) Send a comprehensive description of their work.
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Conversation Two
Questions 5 to 8 are based on the conversation you have just heard.
5. A) Teacher. C) Editor.

B) Journalist. D) Typist.

6. A) Some newly discovered scenic spot.
B) Big changes in the Amazon valley.
C) A new railway under construction.
D) The beautiful Amazon rainforests.

7. A) In news weeklies. C) In newspapers’ Sunday editions.
B) In a local evening paper. D) In overseas editions of U.S. magazines.

8. A) To become a professional writer. C) To get her life story published soon.
B) To be employed by a newspaper. D) To sell her articles to a news service.

Section B

Directions: In this section, you will hear three passages. At the end of each passage,
you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be
spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best
answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the
corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the
center. (20%)

Passage One
Questions 9 to 11 are based on the passage you have just heard.
9. A) She is both a popular and a highly respected author.

B) She is the first writer to focus on the fate of slaves.

C) She is the most loved African novelist of all times.

D) She is the most influential author since the 1930s.

10. A) The Book Critics Circle Award. C) The Pulitzer Prize for fiction.

B) The Nobel Prize for literature. D) The National Book Award.
11. A) She is a relative of Morrison’s. C) She is a skilled storyteller.

B) She is a slave from Africa. D) She is a black woman.
Passage Two

Questions 12 to 14 are based on the passage you have just heard.
12. A) They are very generous in giving gifts.

B) They refuse gifts when doing business.

C) They regard gifts as a token of friendship.

D) They give gifts only on special occasions.

9



13. A) They enjoy giving gifts to other people.
B) They spend a lot of time choosing gifts.
C) They have to follow many specific rules.
D) They pay attention to the quality of gifts.

14. A) Gift-giving plays an important role in human relationships.
B) We must be aware of cultural differences in giving gifts.
C) We must learn how to give gifts before going abroad.
D) Reading extensively can make one a better gift-giver.

Passage Three
Questions 15 to 18 are based on the passage you have just heard.
15. A) She tenderly looked after her sick mother.

B) She developed a strong interest in finance.

C) She learned to write for financial newspapers.

D) She invested in stocks and shares on Wall Street.

16. A) She inherited a big fortune from her father.
B) She sold her restaurant with a substantial profit.
C) She got 7.5 million dollars from her ex-husband.
D) She made a wise investment in real estate.

17. A) She was dishonest in business dealings.
B) She frequently ill-treated her employees.
C) She abused animals including her pet dog.
D) She was extremely mean with her money.

18. A) She carried on her family’s tradition.
B) She made huge donations to charities.
C) She built a hospital with her mother’s money.
D) She made a big fortune from wise investments.

Part 11l Reading Comprehension (30 minutes)

Section A

Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements
attached to it. Each statement contains information given in one of the
paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is
derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is
marked with a letter. Answer the questions by marking the corresponding
letter on the Answer Sheet. (10%b)
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Universities Branch Out

A) As never before in their long history, universities have become instruments of
national competition as well as instruments of peace. They are the place of the
scientific discoveries that move economies forward, and the primary means of
educating the talent required to obtain and maintain competitive advantage. But at
the same time, the opening of national borders to the flow of goods, services,
information and especially people has made universities a powerful force for
global integration, mutual understanding and geopolitical stability.

B) In response to the same forces that have driven the world economy, universities
have become more self-consciously global: seeking students from around the
world who represent the entire range of cultures and values, sending their own
students abroad to prepare them for global careers, offering courses of study that
address the challenges of an interconnected world and collaborative (&-1E49)
research programs to advance science for the benefit of all humanity.

C) Of the forces shaping higher education none is more sweeping than the movement
across borders. Over the past three decades the number of students leaving home
each year to study abroad has grown at an annual rate of 3.9 percent, from
800,000 in 1975 to 2.5 million in 2004. Most travel from one developed nation to
another, but the flow from developing to developed countries is growing rapidly. The
reverse flow, from developed to developing countries, is on the rise, too. Today
foreign students earn 30 percent of the doctoral degrees awarded in the United
States and 38 percent of those in the United Kingdom. And the number crossing
borders for undergraduate study is growing as well, to 8 percent of the
undergraduates at America’s best institutions and 10 percent of all undergraduates in
the U.K. In the United States, 20 percent of the newly hired professors in science
and engineering are foreign-born, and in China many newly hired faculty members
at the top research universities received their graduate education abroad.

D) Universities are also encouraging students to spend some of their undergraduate
years in another country. In Europe, more than 140,000 students participate in the
Erasmus program each year, taking courses for credit in one of 2,200 participating
institutions across the continent. And in the United States, institutions are helping
place students in summer internships (%% 3J) abroad to prepare them for global
careers. Yale and Harvard have led the way, offering every undergraduate at least one
international study or internship opportunity—and providing the financial
resources to make it possible.

E) Globalization is also reshaping the way research is done. One new trend involves
sourcing portions of a research program to another country. Yale professor and
Howard Hughes Medical Institute investigator Tian Xu directs a research center
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focused on the genetics of human disease at Shanghai’s Fudan University, in
collaboration with faculty colleagues from both schools. The Shanghai center has 95
employees and graduate students working in a 4,300-square-meter laboratory facility.
Yale faculty, postdoctors and graduate students visit regularly and attend
videoconference seminars with scientists from both campuses. The arrangement
benefits both countries; Xu’s Yale lab is more productive, thanks to the lower costs
of conducting research in China, and Chinese graduate students, postdoctors and
faculty get on-the-job training from a world-class scientist and his U.S. team.

F) As a result of its strength in science, the United States has consistently led the
world in the commercialization of major new technologies, from the mainframe
computer and the integrated circuit of the 1960s to the Internet infrastructure (&
i 1% #& ) and applications software of the 1990s. The link between
university-based science and industrial application is often indirect but sometimes
highly visible: Silicon \alley was intentionally created by Stanford University, and
Route 128 outside Boston has long housed companies spun off from MIT and
Harvard. Around the world, governments have encouraged copying of this model,
perhaps most successfully in Cambridge, England, where Microsoft and scores of
other leading software and biotechnology companies have set up shop around the
university.

G) For all its success, the United States remains deeply hesitant about sustaining the
research-university model. Most politicians recognize the link between investment
in science and national economic strength, but support for research funding has
been unsteady. The budget of the National Institutes of Health doubled between
1998 and 2003, but has risen more slowly than inflation since then. Support for the
physical sciences and engineering barely kept pace with inflation during that same
period. The attempt to make up lost ground is welcome, but the nation would be
better served by steady, predictable increases in science funding at the rate of
long-term GDP growth, which is on the order of inflation plus 3 percent per year.

H) American politicians have great difficulty recognizing that admitting more foreign
students can greatly promote the national interest by increasing
international understanding. Adjusted for inflation, public funding for international
exchanges and foreign-language study is well below the levels of 40 years ago. In
the wake of September 11, changes in the visa process caused a dramatic decline in
the number of foreign students seeking admission to U.S. universities, and a
corresponding surge in enrollments in Australia, Singapore and the U.K.
Objections from American university and business leaders led to improvements in
the process and a reversal of the decline, but the United States is still seen by
many as unwelcoming to international students.

I) Most Americans recognize that universities contribute to the nation’s well-being
through their scientific research, but many fear that foreign students threaten
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American competitiveness by taking their knowledge and skills back home. They
fail to grasp that welcoming foreign students to the United States has two important
positive effects: first, the very best of them stay in the States and—Ilike immigrants
throughout history—strengthen the nation; and second, foreign students who study
in the United States become ambassadors for many of its most cherished (3%#1)
values when they return home. Or at least they understand them better. In America as
elsewhere, few instruments of foreign policy are as effective in promoting peace and
stability as welcoming international university students.

19. American universities prepare their undergraduates for global careers by giving
them chances for international study or internship.

20. Since the mid-1970s, the enrollment of overseas students has increased at an
annual rate of 3.9 percent.

21. The enrollment of international students will have a positive impact on America
rather than threaten its competitiveness.

22. The way research is carried out in universities has changed as a result of
globalization.

23. Of the newly hired professors in science and engineering in the United States,
twenty percent come from foreign countries.

24. The number of foreign students applying to U.S. universities decreased sharply
after September 11 due to changes in the visa process.

25. The U.S. federal funding for research has been unsteady for years.

26. Around the world, governments encourage the model of linking university-based
science and industrial application.

27. Present-day universities have become a powerful force for global integration.

28. When foreign students leave America, they will bring American values back to
their home countries.

Section B

Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some
questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four
choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice
and mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line
through the center. (20%0)

Passage One
Questions 29 to 33 are based on the following passage.

Global warming is causing more than 300,000 deaths and about $125 billion in
economic losses each year, according to a report by the Global Humanitarian Forum,
an organization led by Kofi Annan, the former United Nations secretary general.

The report, to be released Friday, analyzed data and existing studies of health,
disaster, population and economic trends. It found that human-influenced climate
change was raising the global death rates from illnesses including malnutrition (&
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% 7~ R) and heat-related health problems.

But even before its release, the report drew criticism from some experts on
climate and risk, who questioned its methods and conclusions.

Along with the deaths, the report said that the lives of 325 million people,
primarily in poor countries, were being seriously affected by climate change. It
projected that the number would double by 2030.

Roger Pielke Jr., a political scientist at the University of Colorado, Boulder, who
studies disaster trends, said the Forum’ report was ‘“a methodological
embarrassment” because there was no way to distinguish deaths or economic losses
related to human-driven global warming amid the much larger losses resulting from
the growth in populations and economic development in vulnerable (% 1% & 49)
regions. Dr. Pielke said that “climate change is an important problem requiring our
utmost attention.” But the report, he said, “will harm the cause for action on both
climate change and disasters because it is so deeply flawed (& # 5t 49).”

However, Soren Andreasen, a social scientist at Dalberg Global Development
Partners who supervised the writing of the report, defended it, saying that it was
clear that the numbers were rough estimates. He said the report was aimed at world
leaders, who will meet in Copenhagen in December to negotiate a new international
climate treaty.

In a press release describing the report, Mr. Annan stressed the need for the
negotiations to focus on increasing the flow of money from rich to poor regions to
help reduce their vulnerability to climate hazards while still curbing the emissions of
the heat-trapping gases. More than 90% of the human and economic losses from
climate change are occurring in poor countries, according to the report.

29. What is the finding of the Global Humanitarian Forum?
A) Rates of death from illnesses have risen due to global warming.
B) Global temperatures affect the rate of economic development.
C) Malnutrition has caused serious health problems in poor countries.
D) Economic trends have to do with population and natural disasters.

30. What do we learn about the Forum’s report from the passage?
A) It caused a big stir in developing countries.
B) It was warmly received by environmentalists.
C) Itaroused a lot of interest in the scientific circles.
D) It was challenged by some climate and risk experts.

31. What does Dr. Pielke say about the Forum’s report?
A) Its statistics look embarrassing.
B) It deserves our closest attention.
C) ltisinvalid in terms of methodology.
D) Its conclusion is purposely exaggerated.

32. What is Soren Andreasen’s view of the report?

14



A) lts conclusions are based on carefully collected data.

B) Itis vulnerable to criticism if the statistics are closely examined.

C) It will give rise to heated discussions at the Copenhagen conference.
D) lIts rough estimates are meant to draw the attention of world leaders.

33. What does Kofi Annan say should be the focus of the Copenhagen conference?
A) How human and economic losses from climate change can be reduced.
B) How rich countries can better help poor regions reduce climate hazards.
C) How emissions of heat-trapping gases can be reduced on a global scale.
D) How rich and poor regions can share responsibility in curbing global
warming.

Passage Two
Questions 34 to 38 are based on the following passage.

It’s an annual argument. Do we or do we not go on holiday? My partner says no
because the boiler could go, or the roof fall off, and we have no savings to save us. |
say you only live once and we work hard and what’s the point if you can’t go on
holiday. The joy of a recession means no argument next year — we just won’t go.

Since money is known to be one of the things most likely to bring a relationship
to its knees, we should be grateful. For many families the recession means more than
not booking a holiday. A YouGov poll of 2,000 people found 22% said they were
arguing more with their partners because of concerns about money. What’s less clear
is whether divorce and separation rates rise in a recession — financial pressures mean
couples argue more but make splitting up less affordable. A recent research shows
arguments about money were especially damaging to couples. Disputes were
characterised by intense verbal (& &L #9) aggression, tended to be repeated and not
resolved, and made men, more than women, extremely angry.

Kim Stephenson, an occupational psychologist, believes money is such a big
deal because of what it symbolises, which may be different things to men and
women. “People can say the same things about money but have different ideas of
what it’s for,” he explains. “They’ll say it’s to save, to spend, for security, for
freedom, to show someone you love them.” He says men are more likely to see
money as a way of buying status and of showing their parents that they’ve achieved
something.

“The biggest problem is that couples assume each other knows what’s going on
with their finances, but they don’t. There seems to be more of a taboo (% &) about
talking about money than about death. But you both need to know what you’re doing,
who’s paying what into the joint account and how much you keep separately. In a
healthy relationship, you don’t have to agree about money, but you have to talk about
it.”

34. What does the author say about vacationing?
A) People enjoy it all the more during a recession.
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B) Few people can afford it without working hard.
C) Itis the chief cause of family disputes.
D) It makes all the hard work worthwhile.

35. What does the author mean by saying “money is known ... to bring a relationship
to its knees” (Lines 1-2, Para. 2)?

A) Money is considered to be the root of all evils.

B) Disputes over money may ruin a relationship.

C) Few people can resist the temptation of money.

D) Some people sacrifice their dignity for money.

36. The YouGov poll of 2,000 people indicates that in a recession
A) couples show more concern for each other
B) it is more expensive for couples to split up
C) conflicts between couples tend to rise
D) divorce and separation rates increase

37. What does Kim Stephenson believe?
A) Men and women view money in different ways.
B) Money is often a symbol of a person’s status.
C) Men and women spend money on different things.
D) Money means a great deal to both men and women.

38. The author suggests at the end of the passage that couples should_
A) put their money together instead of keeping it separately
B) discuss money matters to maintain a healthy relationship
C) make efforts to reach agreement on their family budgets
D) avoid arguing about money matters to remain romantic

Part IV  Vocabulary (25 minutes)

Section A

Directions: In this section, there is a passage with 15 blanks. You are required to
select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank
following the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making
your choices. Each choice in the bank is identified by a letter Please
mark the corresponding letter for each item on the Answer Sheet with a
single line through the center. You may not use any of the words in the bank
more than once. (15%o)

Questions 39 to 53 are based on the following passage.
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The fact of the matter is that this has become a very poignant question because
there is for the first time in a long time a real _ 39  to the Western
ideological systems of politics and economics, and this is a system that is embodied
by China. And rather than have private capitalism, they have state capitalism. Instead
of 40 democracy, they have de-prioritized the democratic system. And
they have also decided to prioritize economic rights over political rights. | put it to
you today that it is this system that is embodied by China that is gathering
momentum amongst people inthe 41  markets as the system to follow,
because they believe increasingly that it is the system that will promise the best and
fastest improvements in living standards in the shortest 42 of time. If you
will indulge me, | will spend a few moments explaining to you first why
economically they’ve come to this belief.

First of all, it’s China’s economic performance over the past 30 years. She’s
been able to produce record economic growth and meaningfully move many people
out of poverty, 43 putting a meaningful dent in poverty by moving over
300 million people out of indigence. It’s not just in economics, but it’s also in terms
of living standards. We see that in China, 28 percent of people had secondary school

44 . Today, it’s closer to 82 percent. So in its totality, economic
improvement has been quite 45
Second, China has been able to meanmgfully improve its 46

inequality without changing the political construct. Today, the United States and
China are the two leading economies in the world. They have vastly different
political systems and different economic systems, one with private capitalism,
another one broadly with state capitalism. However, these two countries have the
47 GINI Coefficient, which is a measure of income equality. Perhaps
what is more disturbing is that China’s income equality has been improving in recent
times, 48 that of the United States has been declining.

49 Chinais also providing 50 solutions to age-old social
problems that the world faces. If you travel to Mogadishu, Mexico City or Mumbai,
you find that dilapidated 51 and logistics continue to be a stumbling block
to the delivery of medicine and healthcare in the rural 52 . However,
througha 53  of state-owned enterprises, the Chinese have been able to go
into these rural areas, using their companies to help deliver on these healthcare
solutions.

A) access K) infrastructure
B) areas L) innovative

C) challenge | M) liberal

D) depressing | N) network

E) emerging O) outcome

F) evidence P) period

G) ideologies | Q) significant

H) Finally R) specifically

1) identical S) Globally
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| J)income | T) whereas |

Section B
Directions: There are 12 incomplete sentences in this part. For each sentence there

are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Choose the ONE that best
completes the sentence. Then mark the corresponding letter on the
Answer Sheet with a single line through the center. (12%)

54. As we can no longer wait for the delivery of our order, we have to it.
A) postpone B) refuse
C) delay D) cancel
55. Young people are not to stand and look at works of art; they want art
they can participate in.
A) conservative B) content
C) confident D) generous
56. Most broadcasters maintain that TV has been unfairly criticized and argue that
the power of the medium is :
A) granted B) implied
C) exaggerated D) remedied
57. The clothes a person wears may express his or social position.
A) curiosity B) status
C) determination D) significance
58. By law, when one makes a large purchase, he should have opportunity
to change his mind.
A) accurate B) urgent
C) excessive D) adequate
59. Without proper lessons, you could a lot of bad habits when playing the
piano.
A) keep up B) pick up
C) draw up D) catch up
60. In order to show his boss what a careful worker he was, he took trouble
over the figures.
A) extensive B) spare
C) extra D) supreme
61. Everybody in the hall where they were welcomed by the secretary.
A) assembled B) accumulated

C) piled D) joined
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62.

63.

64.

65.

For many patients, institutional care is the most and beneficial form of
care.

A) pertinent B) appropriate

C) acute D) persistent

In the of the project not being a success, the investors stand to lose up to
$30 million.

A) face B) time

C) event D) course

He always did well at school having to do part-time jobs every now
and then.

A) in spite of B) regardless of

C) on account of D) in case of

Among all the changes resulting from the entry of women into the work

force, the transformation that has occurred in the women themselves is not the
least important.

A) formidable B) quantitative

C) surplus D) massive
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Part VV Oral Test (15 minutes)

Section A

Directions: In this section, you are required to read the text aloud to the best of your
ability. Pay special attention to your pronunciation, stress and rhythm.
(109%0)

Now, we live in times of incredible change. The private sector is constantly changing and
improving itself all the time. For that matter, it’s removing every single inconvenience in my life
that | could possibly think of. I could be sitting on my couch in my apartment, and from my
phone, | can order a warm, gluten-free meal that can arrive at my door in less than 10 minutes.
But meanwhile, a working mother who depends on food stamps to support her family has to
complete an arduous, complicated application which she might not even be able to do online.
And the inability of her to do that same work from her couch means that she might be having to
take days or hours off of work that she can’t spare. And this growing dichotomy between the
beneficiaries of the tech revolution and those it’s left behind is one of the greatest challenges of
our time.

Section B

Directions: When it comes to public speakers, people may think of Steve Jobs,
Martin Luther King, or even Adolf Hitler. Deliver a presentation on the
topic “Three factors that make a good public speaker”. |llustrate your
viewpoints with reasons and examples. You have THREE minutes for
preparation and then you need to talk for at least TWO minutes. (10%6)
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Tape Script of Listening Comprehension

Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear two long conversations. At the end of each
conversation, you will hear four questions. Both the conversation and
the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you
must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and
D). Then mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a
single line through the center. (8%0)

Conversation One

W: Morning, this is TGC.

M: Good morning. Walter Barry here, calling from London. Could | speak to Mr.
Grand, please?

W: Who’s calling, please?

M: Walter Barry, from London.

W: What is it about, please?

M: Well, 1 understand that your company has a chemical processing plant. My own
company, LCP, Liquid Control Products, is a leader in safety from leaks in the field
of chemical processing. | would like to speak to Mr. Grand to discuss ways in which
we could help TGC protect itself from such problems and save money at the same
time.

W: Yes, | see. Well, Mr. Grand is not available just now.

M: Can you tell me when | could reach him?

W: He’s very busy for the next few days — then he’ll be away in New York. So it’s
difficult to give you a time.

M: Could I speak to someone else, perhaps?

W: Who in particular?

M: A colleague for example?

W: You’re speaking to his personal assistant. I can deal with calls for Mr. Grand.

M: Yes, well, could I ring him tomorrow?

W: No, I’'m sorry he won’t be free tomorrow. Listen, let me suggest something. You
send us details of your products and services, together with references from other
companies and then we’ll contact you.

M: Yes, that’s very kind of you. I have your address.

W: Very good, Mr....

M: Barry. Walter Barry from LCP in London.

W: Right, Mr. Barry. We look forward to hearing from you.

M: Thank you. Goodbye.

W: Bye.

Questions 1 to 4 are based on the conversation you have just heard.
1. What do we learn about the woman’s company?
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2. What do we learn about the man?
3. What is the woman’s position in her company?
4. What does the woman suggest the man do?

Conversation Two

M: You’re going to wear out the computer’s keyboard!

W: Oh, hi.

M: Do you have any idea what time it is?

W: About ten or ten-thirty?

M: It’s nearly midnight.

W: Really? I didn’t know it was so late.

M: Don’t you have an early class to teach tomorrow morning?

W: Yes, at seven o’clock. My commuter class, the students who go to work right
after their lesson.

M: Then you ought to go to bed. What are you writing, anyway?

W: An article I hope I can sell.

M: Oh, another of your newspaper pieces? What’s this one about?

W: Do you remember the trip | took last month?

M: The one up to the Amazon?

W: Well, that’s what I’'m writing about—the new highway and the changes it’s
making in the Amazon valley.

M: It should be interesting.

W: It is. I guess that’s why I forgot all about the time.

M: How many articles have you sold now?

W: About a dozen so far.

M: What kind of newspapers buy them?

W: The papers that carry a lot of foreign news. They usually appear in the big
Sunday editions where they need a lot of background stories to help fill up the space
between the ads.

M: Is there any future in it?

W: T hope so. There’s a chance I may sell this article to a news service.

M: Then your story would be published in several papers, wouldn’t it?

W: That’s the idea. And I might even be able to do other stories on a regular basis.

M: That would be great.

Questions 5 to 8 are based on the conversation you have just heard.
5. What is the woman’s occupation?

6. What is the woman writing about?

7. Where do the woman’s articles usually appear?

8. What does the woman expect?

Section B
Directions: In this section, you will hear three passages. At the end of each passage,
you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be
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spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best
answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the
corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the
center. (20%0)

Passage One

In today’s class, we’ll discuss Toni Morrison’s novel Beloved. As I'm sure you
all know, Morrison is both a popular and a highly respected author, and it’s not easy
to be both. Born in 1931, Morrison has written some of the most touching and
intelligent works on the African-American experience ever written by anyone, and
yet to call her an “African-American writer” doesn’t seem to do her justice. In many
ways, she’s simply an American writer—and certainly one of our best.

Beloved is a truly remarkable work. It was recommended for nearly every major
literary prize, including the National Book Award and the National Book Critics
Circle Award, and it in fact won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 1988. Morrison
herself is distinguished for having won the Nobel Prize for literature in 1993.

What makes Beloved unique is the skillful, sure way in which Morrison blends
intensely personal storytelling and American history, racial themes and gender
themes, the experience of Blacks with the experience of all people everywhere, the
down-to-earth reality of slavery with a sense of mysterious spirituality.

We’ll be paying special attention to these themes as we discuss this work. I'm
particularly interested in your views on the relative importance of race and gender in
this book. Is it more important that Sethe, the main character, is black or that she’s a
woman? Which contributes more to her being? What does Morrison tell us about
both?

Questions 9 to 11 are based on the passage you have just heard.

9. What do we learn about Toni Morrison?

10. What honor did Toni Morrison receive in 1993?

11. What does the speaker tell us about Sethe, the main character in Morrison’s novel
Beloved?

Passage Two

The topic of my talk today is gift-giving. Everybody likes to receive gifts, right?
So you may think that gift-giving is a universal custom. But actually, the rules of
gift-giving vary quite a lot, and not knowing them can result in great embarrassment.
In North America, the rules are fairly simple. If you’re invited to someone’s home for
dinner, bring wine or flowers or a small item from your country. Among friends,
family, and business associates, we generally don’t give gifts on other occasions
except on someone’s birthday and Christmas. The Japanese, on the other hand, give
gifts quite frequently, often to thank someone for their kindness. The tradition of
gift-giving in Japan is very ancient. There are many detailed rules for everything
from the color of the wrapping paper to the time of the gift presentation. And while
Europeans don’t generally exchange business gifts, they do follow some formal
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customs when visiting homes, such as bringing flowers. The type and color of
flowers, however, can carry special meaning.

Today we have seen some broad differences in gift-giving. | could go on with
additional examples. But let’s not miss the main point here: If we are not aware of
and sensitive to cultural differences, the possibilities for miscommunication and
conflict are enormous. Whether we learn about these differences by reading a book
or by living abroad, our goal must be to respect differences among people in order to
get along successfully with our global neighbors.

Questions 12 to 14 are based on the passage you have just heard.
12. What does the speaker say about gift-giving of North Americans?
13. What do we learn about the Japanese concerning gift-giving?

14. What point does the speaker make at the end of the talk?

Passage Three

Hetty Green was a very spoilt, only child. She was born in Massachusetts, USA,
in 1835. Her father was a millionaire businessman. Her mother was often ill, and so
from the age of two her father took her with him to work and taught her about stocks
and shares. At the age of six she started reading the daily financial newspapers and
opened her own bank account.

Her father died when she was 21 and she inherited $7.5 million. She went to
New York and invested on Wall Street. Hetty saved every penny, eating in the
cheapest restaurants for 15 cents. She became one of the richest and most hated
women in the world. At 33 she married Edward Green, a multi-millionaire, and had
two children, Ned and Sylvia.

Hetty’s meanness was well known. She always argued about prices in shops. She
walked to the local grocery store to buy broken biscuits which were much cheaper,
and to get a free bone for her much loved dog. Once she lost a two-cent stamp and
spent the night looking for it. She never bought clothes and always wore the same
long, ragged black skirt. Worst of all, when her son Ned fell and injured his knee, she
refused to pay for a doctor and spent hours looking for free medical help. In the end
Ned lost his leg.

When she died in 1916 she left her children $100 million. Her daughter built a
hospital with her money:.

Questions 15 to 18 are based on the passage you have just heard.
15. What do we learn about Hetty Green as a child?

16. How did Hetty Green become rich overnight?

17. Why was Hetty Green much hated?

18. What do we learn about Hetty’s daughter?
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